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The Editor 
 

The new year brings with it a renewed sense of optimism that we are 
returning to normal.  It was great having the Concours and  year end 
function to close the year.  The Blue Crane restaurant provided a 
stunning cover from the rain on the day overlooking the dam of the 
Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary.   

In this issue there is a fair bit of catch up on articles and the details of the upcoming VVC Braai 
Day and Club AGM.   Checkout the planned events Calendar. In the odd months that there is 
not a special event we have included the reminder of the regular get togethers at the James 
Hall Museum of Transport. 

I have included another extract from the book “The History of the Sunbeam Alpine” by John 
Willshire, first published in 2015 and available on online book retailers.  It has a nice wide 
range of historic and modern photographs.  Its available online for about R350 if you want to 
add it to your library.  

 

See you at the VVC in March.! 

 

Godfrey Bench 

 

 

 

  



Future Events 
 

Diarise the following dates  

 
 

 

Contact the Committee 
 

Portfolio Name Mobile Email Address 
Chairman Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Vice Chair Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Secretary Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Treasurer Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Spares Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Events Jaco Faber 0839480982 info@jweng.co.za 
Plenipotentiary Harry Boys 0824539283 ahboys@telkomsa.net 
SAVVA Tokkie Faber 0825506066 tokkiefaber29@gmail.com 
Regalia Jaco Faber 0839480982 info@jweng.co.za 
Newsletter Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Website David Prawde 0722295957 davidp@global.co.za 
Technical - Tiger Kevin Redmond 0833080202 jredmond@hatch.co.za 
Technical - Alpine Sid Herbert 0824036536 grandpasid13@gmail.com 
Technical - Rootes John Meeks 0828919535 keltyk.kreations@gmail.com  

 

SUNBEAM SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA 

PO Box 194 Sundowner, Randburg, 2161 

www.sunbeamclub.co.za  

  

Month Date Activity
Club 
Conveynor Comments

February 20-Feb Piston Ring British Vehicles Day
March 06-Mar Club Braai and AGM at VVC Andrew See newsletter for notice.
April 03-Apr Angela's Picnic -TBC Godfrey
May 01-May Dambusters Jaco
June 13-Jun British Classic Day at POMC Andrew
July 10-Jul HTA @ James Hall Museum Harry From 0900 bring own chairs & coffee
August 26-28 Aug Weekend Tour Andrew The big weekend away event
September 11-Sep HTA @ James Hall Museum Harry From 0900 bring own chairs & coffee
October 23-Oct Prison Break Market Run Jaco
November 13-Nov Concours & Braai Jaco
December 11-Dec Year End Function Andrew

http://www.sunbeamclub.co.za/


Chairman’s Report 
 

Dear Sunbeamers 

And here we are in the second month of 2022 and it looks like we will have a year where the 
club can operate! I hope that everything in the universe will smile upon us all this year! 

The committee decided that it is time that the club organise a “weekend away” to 
commemorate the end of all the restrictions. So please make a note, diarise, prepare and 
book your seats for the weekend of 26 – 28 August 2022!  We are still looking at all the 
possibilities, but it looks like either Clarens or Kaapse Hoop. It would be so nice to have all 
club members for a weekend away. The idea is to leave Gauteng at about 12H00 on the 
Friday so please ensure that you have enough leave! 

I think it is also time to consider a event with the Cape Town club – maybe we should plan a 
Gariep weekend for next year? What do you think? 

The next event is the AGM on the 6th March at the VVC. We meet at 11h30 and then at 
12h00 we start with the formal AGM. We promise to finish in 30 minutes max so that we 
can braai end kuier. We will supply the fires, please bring your own food and drinks.  

Please have a look at all the other events for 2022. The other VERY IMPORTANT event is the 
DAM BUSTERS on the 1 May. More info will follow soon – all that you must do is to make 
sure you are here for the weekend. We know it is a long weekend so keep your beach 
holidays for alternative weekends. 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of John Banks  at the end of last year and extend 
our condolences to the family. 

Harry Boys got sick from Covid in January. He is recovering slowly – we wish him well and 
hope that he can join us for the AGM. Sterkte Harry! 

Syd turned 80 this year. Congratulations Sid – hope it is a great year with lots of Sunbeam 
events! 

That’s all from me – lets make it a great Sunbeam year! 

 

 

Andrew Hofmeyr 
 

  



Notice of Annual General Meeting 
of the Sunbeam Sports Car Club of SA (incorporating all Rootes 

Vehicles) 

 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 6 March 2022 at the VVC Club in 
Olympic Street Abbotsford. 

 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome 
2. Apologies and Attendance Register 
3. Approval of Minutes of Previous AGM 
4. Matters Arising 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Finance Report 
7. POPI Act Policy Adoption 
8. Nominations and New Committee 
9. Other Items 

 

Nominations for Committee :  Nominations for committee members must be made ahead 
of the meeting by e-mail to secretary@sunbeamclub.co.za by members in good standing 
with the knowledge and consent of the nominee. 

Items for Discussion & Resolutions : Additional agenda items and/or resolutions can be 
submitted by members in good standing by email by 5 March 2022 to 
secretary@sunbeamclub.co.za for inclusion in the agenda. 

 

Club Braai at VVC – 6 March 2022 
 

The club braai will be held on Sunday 6 March 2022 at VVC from 11:30am.  It will be 
preceded by the AGM announced above.   Bring your Rootes wheels packed with braai 
meats, salads etc.  Good time to catch up and discuss the plans for the year. 

 

mailto:secretary@sunbeamclub.co.za
mailto:secretary@sunbeamclub.co.za


Obituary – John Banks  
 

John Banks, an early member of the Sunbeam Club passed 
away on 1 December 2021 and tribute to him was paid at a 
memorial service on 15th December attended by some club 
members including John and Barbara.  

 

Barbara has shared her story of the memorial service.   

 

“John and I attended the Memorial Service for John Banks 
yesterday. The Minister, Rev Gavin Lock, was absolutely tremendous and so human.  He 
delivered the best memorial service we have ever attended!!!!   

 

He [Rev Lock] being a motor racing fan himself and, knowing John having been a very well-
known and successful motor racer, turned the entire service into a delightful comparison 
between racing and the scriptures.  It really was brilliant.  

 

In addition to the leaflet that we all received, each one also received a little car as a token to 
remember John by.  There were big TV screens on which many photos of John, from baby to 
the end, were shown which also included his Wife Shell and other members of his family 
etc.  Naturally also many photos of John’s racing, the cars he raced, his room full of trophies 
won and, in the corner, there “stood” John in his racing outfit, gloves, boots, helmet, some 
trophies, photos etc.  All this being the instigation of Rev Lock.  Such an amazing minister. 

 

I have attached photos of all described above and 
hope that you will be able to include them in your 
forthcoming Newsletter. -  Barbara 16 December 
2021” 

 

 



 

  



 

  



Book Review 
 

The History of the Sunbeam 
Alpine   
Written by John Willshire and available from 
online book retailers.  An extract to whet the 
appetite. 

 

Design and Development 
 

“The Sunbeam Alpine is one of a wide variety of 
vehicles that was made by the Rootes Group, which 
at the height of its hundred-year history was one of 
Britain's biggest car makers.  Rootes began life in 
the mid-18oos as a bicycle manufacturing and 
repair business. It was the original founder's 
grandsons, William and Reginald Rootes, who were 
responsible for the development of car 
manufacturing and who ran the business in its 
heyday. 
 
The two Rootes brothers were of differing character, with skills that complemented each 
other in the running of the business. William had a gift for salesmanship, while Reginald was 
talented administrator. In 1913, at the age of 18, William was already quite an entrepreneur. 
He had begun to build a car sales and distribution company with the money made from selling 
the chickens from his egg farming business.  During the First World War, William became a 
commissioned officer.  He persuaded the Admiralty, where his brother worked, to let him set 
up and aero-engine repair factory, saving damaged engines from the scrap heap.  When the 
war ended William continued to develop his motor business and Reginald left a promising 
career in the civil service to join his brother.  The company grew rapidly.  In 1920 it became 
the agent for General Motors in Britain and by 1924  it was the country's biggest car sales and 
distribution business. By 1929, with a huge network of sales and service companies overseas, 
it had become one of the world’s largest car and truck distributors. 
 
With demand outstripping supply and lack of control over quality, the Rootes brothers 
decided to go into manufacturing.  In 1932 they rescued the financially struggling Humber and 
Hillman marques then, later, others including Sunbeam and Singer, forming the Rootes Group 
of companies. 
 
Sunbeam had begun as a bicycle manufacturer in 1877 and begun producing cars in 1901.  By 
1912 they were making vehicles of such high quality they were in direct competition with 
Rolls Royce.  They had also branched out into aero-engine manufacture.  During the First 
World War they were producing motorcycles, trucks, ambulances and aircraft, but Sunbeams 
greatest era was in the 1920’s after they merged with Talbot-Durracq.  On the race track they 
had great success, including victory at the 1922 Tourist Trophy, two Grand Prix wins with Sir 



Henry Seagrave, and second place at Le Mans – beating Bentley.  Seagrave’s Sunbeam Grand 
Prix car , named Tiger, was very successful at Brooklands and set the land-speed record at 
152.33 mph in 1926.  Sunbeam also built Sir Malcolm Campbell’s original multi-record 
breaking Blue Bird car and the huge 1000 bhp Sunbeam which set the land-speed records at 
203.79mph in 1927, again with Seagrave.  After getting into financial trouble in the 1930s 
during the depression, Sunbeam-Talbot went into receivership in 1935 and was purchased by 
the Rootes Group. 
 
Rootes were an early adopter of badge engineering and gradually phased out production of 
existing models at the newly acquired companies, replacing them with designs from Humber 
and Hillman that were easier to mass produce and using common chassis and engines from 
different models aimed at various markets.  Tending to spend more on sales and showrooms 
than on development, Rootes products were seldom very technically advanced, but they were 
reasonably priced, reliable and usually value for money. Both brothers were honoured with 
knighthoods in recognition of their huge manufacturing efforts during the Second World War, 
after which they continued to develop the Hillman, Humber and Sunbeam-Talbot marques. 
 
 

 
The Sunbeam Talbot 
90. First post war 
designed car 
manufactured by 
Rootes and the first to 
have competition 
success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was immediately after the war that the British sports car first gained a following and a 
certain kudos in the United States, when American servicemen that were stationed in Britain 
shipped home their favourite means of transport, the pre-war MG T Series Midget. MG 
restarted production with barely any modifications immediately after the end of the war. 
Catching on to the demand, they produced nearly 50,000 over a ten-year period, mainly for 
the American market. Their new model, the MGA, was introduced in 1955 and continued with 
even more overseas success, with only 6 per cent of the 101,000 cars produced staying in 
Britain. Not wanting to miss out on huge sales potential, Triumph and Austin Healey jumped 
on the bandwagon in 1953 with their TR Series and the Healey 100. Rootes would also join 
the fray the same year, initially with the first Sunbeam Alpine and then six years later with the 
second generation 'Series' Sunbeam Alpine. The Sunbeam-Talbot 80 and 90 up-market 
saloons and Drophead Coupe, launched in 1948, were the first Rootes cars to move on from 
old pre-war designs and reflected the Rootes brothers' new interest in American-influenced 
design. Norman Garrad had worked for Sunbeam-Talbot and transferred to new owners 
Rootes. He had been a keen amateur rally competitor since the 1930s and started to privately 
rally the Talbot 90 with some success. This was despite it seeming an unlikely rally car, being 



rather heavy and with an awkward column gear change. Garrad gradually gained factory 
support which evolved into the beginnings of the Rootes competition department. The 
department became an example for other manufacturers to follow in developing their own 
models for competing in motor sport. By the 1952 rally season the department had evolved 
so much as the rest of the knowledge and experience gained in competition that it had 
attracted some gifted drivers, including rising star Stirling Moss. That year they gained some 
superb results in the Monte Carlo and Alpine rallies, and the Sunbeam-Talbot 90 also became 
a popular choice with privateers.  
 
The Sunbeam-Talbot 90 led to the birth of the short-lived first-generation Sunbeam Alpine 
initially developed by South Coast Rootes dealer and Rootes rally team member George 
Hartwell in 1952. He converted three Sunbeam-Talbot 90 convertible dropheads, modifying 
the bodywork to create hand-built cars he called the Sunbeam-Talbot Hartwell Coupe. Root, 
liked it, recognising its rallying potential and also its ability to fill the gap for a sporty car in 
the Rootes range for the American market. There are several versions of events from here on, 
but it was decided to further develop and then produce it, the final result being beautifully 
elegant two-seater. The 'Talbot' element of the name was dropped and ‘Alpine’ was chosen 
as a result of the close Rootes connection and success with the Alpine Rally in France. 
Henceforth the car became known as the 'Sunbeam Alpine', but it was also initially known as 
the 'Alpine Sport' and was referred to as such in early road test reports. 
 

 
 
 
The first generation 
Sunbeam Alpine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Launched in early 1953, this first-generation Alpine was first produced in left-hand drive for 
sale in the United States. A right-hand version followed later in the year. In March to provide 
some publicity, an Alpine was prepared for Sheila van Damm and Stirling Moss to drive at 
Jabbeke in Belgium. It was common at the time for the new local road there to be closed and 
used for speed runs.  With a special underbelly pan to reduce drag and an aero screen fitted, 
Moss clocked up 119,126mph and van Damm 120,135 mph.  Sales however were slow. Both 
the road-going and modified rally version of the Alpine, although more refined, were heavier, 
slower and more expensive than the rival Austin Healey , Triumphs and MGs.  It did prove 
itself as a rally car, achieving great success in 1953 and 1954 Alpine Rallies, again with Stirling 
Moss in the team.  However, with disappointing sales, the car proved to be a commercial flop 
and production ended in 1955. With 1 282 Mark I and just 300 Mark III versions being 
produced (there was no Mark II).  The Sunbeam Rapier was introduced in late 1955.  It was 



the first model of a new generation of Rootes cars from the ‘Audax” range.  These used 
modern monocoque construction and a smaller newly designed 1,494cc overhead valve 
engine. Despite its new design, the Rapier was at first considered a rather comfortable but 
otherwise fairly average coupe and saloon car. To provide publicity and boost sales, the 
competition department were asked to see if they could develop the car for rallying without 
any big expectations.  However, during the three years in progression to the Series III, the 
Rapier developed into a rugged, reliable performer and had major competition success. 
 
With the introduction of the Audax range, the possibility of a new generation of Sunbeam 
Alpine was considered. With the potential to build on the reputation of Rootes' three previous 
sporting cars – the Sunbeam-Talbot 90, the first-generation Alpine and the Rapier - the Rootes 
brothers gave approval for a new design of sports model to be produced. 
 
Serious work on the new model started in 1957, but an initial in-house design was turned 
down by the management. Kenneth Howes, a young British-born designer who had 
experience in America working on Studebakers and Fords, was then chosen to style the new 
model. With a minimal brief of a sports model but with more comforts than a traditional 
sports car, Howes had a free hand in the styling, with one exception. To make the project 
more practical and the final product more affordable, Rootes decided not to start 
development from scratch. The Alpine wouJd use a modified version of the floorpan used for 
the Hillman Husky, a utility vehicle with a van-based profile. This meant the Howes styling had 
to conform to the Husky's rather short and not ideal 86-inch wheelbase. Howes produced a 
quarter-scale clay model which underwent successful wind tunnel tests at the Motor Industry 
Research Association. Work then progressed rapidly to a full-size wooden mock-up. This was 
completed in December and was uncharacteristically approved by the pernickety Rootes 
brothers without any alterations or modifications. It had clean, subtle, flowing lines - the 
boldest and most controversial feature being the American-influenced rear fins. The design 
had some further developments of the styling seen on the Mark I Ford Thunderbird and 
Studebaker Hawk, but had progressed so as to avoid their rather glittery flamboyance. Howes 
suggested Sunbeam Sabre as a name, but a reprise of the Sunbeam Alpine name was instead 
preferred by the Rootes brothers.  
 
The Husky was originally based on the old Hillman Minx, but had been redesigned and 
introduced into the Audax range using the new Audax running gear.  So the Alpine would use 
the running gear of the latest Audax model, the Sunbeam Rapier Series III, which was under 
development at the same time.  This included the transmission and the overhead valve 
1 494cc engine with a new improved aluminium cast cylinder head. 
 
 
The Hillman Husky shared its 
floorpan for use on the Sunbeam 
Alpine 
 
 
 
Alec Caine was project manager 
for the development programme, 
which saw a succession of five 
prototypes built in 1958 – two left 
hand drive and three right hand drive.  Armstrong Siddeley were contracted to help with the 



development.  According to Alpine test driver Mike Adlington, the first prototype was built by 
him and other apprentices for use in a thorough testing programme focusing on the body 
shell.  Dull grey in colour and with no attention attracting badges, it was driven 60 000 miles 
in two months, in 8hour shifts around the clock.  Various selected drivers, including Mike, 
provided differing driving styles using five varying routes to test the car on different road 
surfaces and conditions.  It is likely that three of the other prototypes were used just for 
experimentation with various interior and exterior features such as soft top and hard-top 
designs, soft-top stowage, seating, styling and engine detail.  Spotlights fitted on the fifth 
suggest it was used for some limited amount of road testing, which often took place after 
dark to avoid unwanted attention for new models. 
 
 
Once testing of the first prototype was complete, the car was stripped down by Mike and his  
colleagues at the Armstrong experimental workshop and examined for wear and tear. 
Nothing of a serious mechanical concern was found. At this point, though , it had not begun 
to become dear that the use of the Husky platform for an open-top car might lead to 
problems, since the roof section normally provided structural rigidity. A further eight pre-
production prototypes, registration numbers XRW 301 to 308, were built for the next stage 
of the testing programme, which was to be carried out by the road test engineers in the 
Rootes experimental department. Headed by Don Tarbun, with Bernard Unett an assistant 
manager, they were nicknamed 'the set 'em alight boys' due to Tarbun' phrase for ""** sake, 
set 'em alight', often uttered when things went awry. 
 

 
The principal road test experimental prototype Alpine parked outside the Armstrong Siddeley 
experimental department 
 
According to Bernard Unett, XRW 302 was kept back for use by the styling department, but 
as soon as testing began on the rest of the cars the problem of body flexing on rough terrain, 
due to the lack of a roof to provide rigidity, was very apparent. The body flexing was tackled 
by experimenting with bracing crossmembers placed under the floor-pan. 



 
Experiments with different thicknesses of crossmembers eventually yielded results that 
provided great rigidity while adding as little extra weight as possible. Peter Ware, who joined 
Rootes in 19 as chief engineer, tells a story of test driving a prototype Alpine and finding 
serious scuttle vibration on rough surfaces. He says this led to the now familiar struts being 
added, one on each  side in the engine bay, which provided bracing between the front 
bulkhead and the wheel arches. This and other faults, he says, led production to be delayed 
for month until they were sorted out.  However, Mike Adlington recalls the struts being added 
much earlier. 
 
To continue extended testing of the pre-production prototypes they were sent to London, 

Scotland and the south of France. In 
London they were subjected to 8 
hours of continuous driving in heavy 
traffic every day. This immediately 
showed a tendency for overheating, 
so the radiator matrix was changed 
from steel to copper, which seemed 
to solve the problem. Once all the 
cars  had returned to the Coventry 
factory another problem became 
apparent. The Alpine was the first 
Rootes model to be fitted with front 
disc brakes. Every car had · suffered 
heavy front brake pad wear and had 
mysteriously gone through two sets 
of brake pads while out on test. A 
great deal of time and effort was put 
in to finding the cause and rectifying 
the problem.   On meeting Don 
Tarbun at Silverstone recently, he 
explained how he eventually 
arranged for an aperture to be cut in 
the wheel arch of an Alpine and 
covered with Perspex. This formed a 
window through which he could see 
exactly what was happening while the 
car was being driven.    He found that 
any water present was being 
channelled directly into the brake 
assembly, with any grit it was carrying 
getting trapped and grinding down 
the pads. According to Tarbun, that 
problem was largely solved by 
altering the profile of the wheel arch. 
Research continued well after the 
Alpine was launched in order to fully 
rectify the fault with an effective 
splash guard.” 
 



Sid’s Chatter 
 

January 2022 

 

We have reached a new year at last.  I think that we all had a stressful 
2021 so this year can only get better.  I wish all our members a happy 
2022. 

 

The outing to the Ian Cass estate was well attended in spite of the Covid scare.  This event 
has always been one of the most looked enjoyed events on our calendar although there 
were not that many Rootes cars,  the Braai and conversations made the day worthwhile. 

 

I was not able to attend the year end lunch due to other commitments and I have not seen 
anyone who did attend,  so I am not able to give any feedback on the event. 

 

Abe Fullard asked about an Alpine that has come to light in Australia that originated from 
South Africa.  The car was once owned by Alf Dragan and I had been slightly involved with 
repairs done on it over the years.  I was therefore able to supply a brief history on the car. 

                                                          

Roger Wood from the Cape Town branch has got his Rapier convertible on the road after 
doing a lot of work on it. This is not the first Sunbeam that Roger has rebuilt,  and he is not 
afraid to take on a job this size.  I am led to understand the car was found in a sad state a 
number of years ago.   

 

 

                                                    As the car arrived at Roger’s house 

 



 As there is no possibility of having rubber extruded in small quantities anymore,  Roger did 
the next best thing and adapted what he could find in order to fit the windscreen with its 
chrome beading. 

 

 

                                                  The Windscreen and Chrome beading fitted 

 

 

The cross member on this car was in a bad condition so it was replaced with a newer one 
complete with front suspension and disk brakes.  Having been in the Polyurethane business,  
I can imagine that all of the normal rubber parts were replaced with  the modern material. 

 

On getting the car on the road,   Roger fitted an Alpine engine.  I think that Roger found this 
a bit underpowered.  We must remember that he was used to driving a Tiger and he also 
drives two Jaguars.  With this background,  it is no wonder that a 1725 engine will find its way 
into this Rapier. 

 

 

 



 

 

                                               The car when finished and on the road 

 

 

I congratulate Roger on a job well done. 

Sid Herbert 
  



Technical Tips 
 

 

SAVVA Technical Tip 171 –Applying body filler 
 
How often have you been in the process of doing a bit of body work and need something to 
apply the plastic filler or spot putty and couldn’t find anything suitable at hand? 
 
A new tin of filler usually comes with an application spatula. These unfortunately go missing 
or get discarded.  Here’s an idea which works extremely well. 
 
Find a Phoenician blind shop in your area and get a few strips of discarded blind. They are 
usually made of aluminium and can be cut to the required length or bent to the profile you 
prefer. When you require a spatula simply cut a piece off to the length you require. You don’t 
even have to clean it afterwards as it can be discarded, and a new piece used. 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  



SAVVA Technical Tip 172 –Brake boosters 
Many of us have fitted, or would like to fit a vacuum brake booster to our oldies to improve 
the braking pedal effort. It could be the way to go, however, before fitting I would suggest 
you make sure you have woven linings fitted. That’s what early cars came with. You may find 
that after fitting woven linings the braking effort is quite adequate and you don’t need a 
booster.    
 
I recently had the brakes on my ‘35 Buick rebuilt by brake specialists at a cost of nearly 
R10,0000. Apart from new hoses, skimming etc. they fitted woven linings and a booster.  
Regretfully, I have had to disconnect the booster as the front brakes lock-up even with the 
lightest braking. There is the possibility that once the lining has bedded-in I will be able to 
reconnect it, but I doubt it! The brakes fitted with woven linings are superb without the 
booster. 
 
Recently at a club meeting a gentleman came to me and asked how the brakes on my ‘33 Ford 
pick-up worked. It appeared he had had woven linings fitted to his Model A but they didn’t 
help so he trailers his car to meetings. On closer examination we found his brake shop had 
used the modern method of gluing the woven linings on.  That defeated the object of fitting 
woven linings –they must be riveted on. I explained that after fitting woven linings and setting 
the brakes up correctly I can skid the wheels of the model B under heavy braking. Admittedly 
it’s advisable to say a silent prayer and take deep breath at the same time –but it does stop. 
 

When fitting a vacuum booster check if the booster has non-return built into the suction inlet. 
If non, fit a “a free standing” one in the vacuum pipe from the manifold to the booster.  If a 
non-return valve is not fitted a percentage fuel-air gas will enter the booster and rot the 
diaphragm. Attached picture is of a booster currently available. They are imported from China 
and work well. If memory serves me right, they already have a non-return valve in the inlet 
pipe. 

 

 



SAVVA Technical tip 173 - Battery storage  
 
(The following interesting historical article was sent in by Dane Fraser – thanks Dane!)  
 
Question: "Why do they say not to put a car battery on a concrete floor?"  
 
The caveat not to put an automobile battery on a concrete floor is a LOT OLDER than the 
people realize. Although inapplicable to today's polypropylene battery cases, the warning 
used to be sensible. And, before either polypropylene or hard rubber were used for battery 
cases, those cases used to be made out of WOOD and used a rubber liner called a jar. Really.  
A 1922–1923 catalogue from the Chicago Automobile Supply Warehouse shows batteries in 
the 19-teens and 1920's were rebuildable. And they were expensive. Adjusted for inflation to 
2018 dollars, a battery for a Ford T would cost you $274. A battery for a Mitchell Light Six 
would cost you $848. Thus, rebuilding them made sense.  
 
One could buy replacement lead plates, treated wood separators, positive and negative plate 
straps (which electrically connected and placed a terminal on plate groups), cell connectors, 
covers, carboys of battery acid, terminal molds, battery "jars", and wood battery cases. You 
could also buy battery paint, molds for terminals (which you would pour from molten lead), 
and battery steamers. The latter were devices used to disassemble batteries for rebuilding.  
One could buy replacement lead plates, treated wood separators, positive and negative plate 
straps (which electrically connected and placed a terminal on plate groups), cell connectors, 
covers, carboys of battery acid, terminal molds, battery "jars", and wood battery cases. You 
could also buy battery paint, molds for terminals (which you would pour from molten lead), 
and battery steamers. The latter were devices used to disassemble batteries for rebuilding.  
These wooden cases would, of course, be porous and could become electrically conductive if 
the electrolyte leaked through or around the rubber battery jar or through the battery cover 
which was sealed with tar, or leaked through the vents, or if electrolyte or distilled water were 
spilled on the battery.  
 
But there was another, and probably much more important, reason why mechanics were 
warned not to place these wood cased automobile storage batteries directly on concrete 
floors: Uninsulated concrete wicks moisture up from the earth beneath the floor. It is always 
somewhat wet. And WOOD MOVES as it absorbs or loses moisture from or to the surrounding 
environment.  
 
It moves A LOT! If placed directly on a damp concrete floor the bottom of that wood battery 
case would begin to absorb moisture. It would then begin to expand, but the expansion would 
be differential and uneven. The bottom side of the case in direct contact with the concrete 
would expand, in a dimension perpendicular to the grain, more than the interior side of the 
base. The battery's base would thus become convex rather than flat, stressing and then 
breaking the tongue and groove joint with the battery end pieces. The expansion of the base 
would then push out the sides of the battery case, breaking the joints between the sides and 
the ends. The battery case would, thus, self-destruct, simply because of differential moisture 
absorption, BECAUSE IT WAS PLACED ON A CONCRETE FLOOR.  
  



Considering how expensive these batteries were at the time wooden battery cases were used, 
how tedious the rebuilding process was, and how much damage could be caused to the car 
by leakage of battery acid, it is much more likely that wooden battery case failure, rather than 
electrolyte seepage and accidental electrical discharge, was the primary reason mechanics 
were instructed to not place an automobile battery directly on a concrete floor. 
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ADVERTISING IN THE MAGAZINE 
Adverts to be inserted in the Newsletter are FREE for PAID UP MEMBERS and for those who are 
not a member, a fee of R50.00 is required to be paid first and, once proof of payment has been 

received, the advert will be placed in the Magazine and will appear for 2 issues. 

BANKING DETAILS : SUNBEAM SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SA 

First National Bank, Branch Code 256 505, Account No. 5060 010 0750,  

SWIFT CODE FIRNZAJJ 

Deposit Reference please as “Your Surname + Mag Add” 
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