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The Editor 
 

The 3rd wave is now well behind us and we can look forward to 
operating reasonably normally again. 

 

We need to get out so there is the Sunbeam Club Concourse and the 
Year end function coming up in November and December.  Look out for the dates and details. 

 

The AGM is earmarked for the first week in February 2022.  

 

Thanks Sid for the story about Gordon Howards Rapier – its always interesting to have the 
history of a vehicle which can be lost so easily – but it does make for interesting detective 
work. 

 

We have a review of  the Brooklands Books’ Sunbeam Alpine Limited Edition Extra – a 
collection of articles covering Alpine roadsters Mks I to V plus all GT models.   

 

Till we get together again – take care! 

 

Godfrey Bench 

  



Future Events 
 

Diarise the following dates – details will follow shortly 

 

Sunbeam Club Concourse – 7 November 2021 – Ian Cass Homestead 

Year End Lunch Run – 5 December 2021 – Vaal 

AGM – First week In February 2022 

 

 

Contact the Committee 
 

Portfolio Name Mobile Email Address 
Chairman Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Vice Chair Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Secretary Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Treasurer Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Spares Andrew Hofmeyr 0834425388 andrewhofmeyr03@gmail.com 
Events Jaco Faber 0839480982 info@jweng.co.za 
Plenipotentiary Harry Boys 0824539283 ahboys@telkomsa.net 
SAVVA Tokkie Faber 0825506066 tokkiefaber29@gmail.com 
Vehicle Register Paul Claremont 0742274281 paulclaremont3@gmail.com 
Regalia Jaco Faber 0839480982 info@jweng.co.za 
Newsletter Godfrey Bench 0829241662 godfrey.bench@gmail.com 
Website David Prawde 0722295957 davidp@global.co.za 
Technical - Tiger Kevin Redmond 0833080202 jredmond@hatch.co.za 
Technical - Alpine Sid Herbert 0824036536 grandpasid13@gmail.com 
Technical - Rootes John Meeks 0828919535 keltyk.creations@gmail.com  
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Chairman’s Report 
 

Dear Sunbeamers 

We all hoped and prayed that all Covid restrictions will be lifted - and now it happened. The 
new “freedom” had unfortunately a definite impact on work related matters. The effect was 
limited time to do the stuff that we really like – Sunbeam Stuff. We still have 2 months left 
before Christmas so let’s get together and celebrate life! 

 

We have 2 events planned before the end of the year. The first event is the Concourse on 
the 7th November. Ian Cass offered his homestead again. We will have a nice “bring and 
braai” kuier. We will forward an invite with all info early next week. 

 

The Christmas lunch will be on the 5th December. The plan is to have a drive to the Vaal 
close to Vereeniging and have a lovely day next to the river. Final details will follow – just 
keep the date open! 

 

 

Andrew Hofmeyr 
 

  



Book Review 
 

Sunbeam Alpine Limited Edition 
Extra   
This is a collection of contemporary articles published 
over the years – usually only accessible to collectors or 
rather hoarders of old motoring magazines.  This is a 
great collection covering road tests and reviews of all 
the Alpines Mks I to V and includes all GT’s and the 
Harrington Le Mans GT. 

 

 

 



  



Sid’s Chatter 
 

October 2021 

 A story about a Sunbeam Rapier. 

During the second lockdown,  I was contacted by Gordon Howard who 
was the Chairman of the Durban branch of our club a number of years 
ago.  Gordon has since left South Africa and relocated to the U.K.  
seventeen years ago . Being a Sunbeam person,  ( I think that once a 
Sunbeam owner,  you are hooked) .   Gordon recently saw a Rapier for sale in Northern 
Ireland and bought the car. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              Gordon with his Sunbeam Rapier 

 

 

Once he obtained the car,  he realised that it was one of the South African built cars.  Some 
how he obtained the last registered South African number plate number LHK 511GP.  Also 



the car had a Vaal old wheels club sticker on it.  Having this information and the 
Chassis/body number,  Gordon contacted me to see if I could find out any information as to 
the cars South African history. 

 

I have a list of most of the Sunbeams that were registered with the club a long time ago.  
The problem is that a lot of the club members had not given the person who drew up the 
list,  the required information about their cars.  Also the list was drawn up when we still had 
the old yellow T  number plates The only information was the Vaal old motor club sticker. 

 

I knew that Terence Redman was a member of a Vaal club and also that he once restored a 
Rapier the same colour as the one that Gordon has acquired.  As I had lost contact with 
Terence,  I contacted his brother Kevin and got his cell phone number.  From the little 
information that I had, we established that the car in question is the same one that Terence 
had once restored. 

 

Terence was able to tell Gordon who the person was that he bought the car from.  To 
Gordons surprise,  he actually knew that person and the owner before that.  Further he 
actually had the option of purchasing the same car a long time ago in Durban.  Gordon had 
actually driven the  car when he had the option of becoming its owner. 

 

The reason for Gordon not recognizing the car,  was that Terence had changed the colour 
from White with a Yellow stripe on the side and Yellow roof.  To be Black with a Grey roof 
and Grey side stripe.  

Sid Herbert 
  



Technical Tips 
 

 
 SAVVA Technical Tip 169 – Covering electrical wiring  
Recently, I was busy taping up the wiring on a 1930’s bakkie with shiny electrical insulation tape 
when a friend commented that it looked terrible and out of place on an early vehicle and 
suggested I rather use cloth tape. As usual, I’m the last person to know about things like this so 
off I went to an electric supply store and there it was, freely available, a bit expensive at about 
R100 per roll. It didn’t take long to replace the plastic tape with this new one and all I can say is 
the result was excellent. I must confess that in some places I just covered the plastic tape with 
the cloth. Maybe the result wasn’t as perfect as an imported loom costing a few thousand Rand 
but to the lesser experienced eye they wouldn’t know the difference.  
 

Below is a picture of a roll of plastic and cloth tapes. 

 

 

 

 
 SAVVA technical Tip 168 – Windscreen wipers blades  
So often one sees a well-prepared car spoiled because it is fitted with black replacement wiper 
blades? It’s understandable, because the original stainless-steel ones are very difficult to find. 
They are available from the UK – at a ridiculous price, but with the Rand to Pound exchange as it 
is, and the non-existent postal service it’s not a proposition to try and import them. The 
question is – what is the alternative?  
Last week I was faced with this problem and had to find an alternative. The black wiper blades 
fitted to chrome arms looked terrible. The only alternative was to paint them with Silver 
Chrome paint and a comparison of a the black and a newly painted one can be seen in the photo 
- the result was successful and very pleasing.   



 

 

SAVVA Technical Tip 167 – Welsh Plugs (core plugs) 

Some months ago, we discussed overheating problems - the curse of older cars 
which was invariably caused by loose or broken fan belt, blocked radiator, or 
hose problems and the subsequent loss of water. Recently whilst assembling 
an old engine, I was reminded of another problem.  

One of the most overlooked parts of water-cooled engines is the core or welch 
plugs.  They must be the cheapest part of an engine to replace and the most 
overlooked but If they pack up unexpectantly, as they usually do, the result can 
be catastrophic to the engine.   

When last did you check the plugs on your engines? Unfortunately, some are 
situated under the carburettors and difficult to get to or in the bell housing 
which means removing the gearbox, clutch and fly wheel to get to it.     

Modern cars have all kinds of goo in the water system which protects the alloy 
and aluminium components and also the core plugs to a certain degree.  Over 
the years however, with the older cast iron engines, anything that resembled 
water went into the radiators resulting in the water pumps, hoses and core 
plugs having a terrible time trying to survive.   

There are two types of plug, a cup and a saucer. The saucers, which were used 
on early engines, are becoming increasingly hard to find and if necessary, one 
has to revert to using the modern cup ones.   In the past, in desperation, I’ve 
had to use cup plugs instead of saucer ones and ground most of the lip off until 



they were a tight fit and swathed them with good old Indian Head shellac and 
tapping them in. Once fitted they did the job. 

Ideally, if you can, making or finding brass plugs is the answer. One wonders 
why vehicle manufactures didn’t fit brass as standard. Perhaps because it 
would add a few Rand to the cost of the vehicle which would be a tragedy for 
them. Incidentally, I recall seeing a mining tender for rebuilding engines and 
they stipulated brass core plugs – I wonder why????  

The following pictures show the different plugs.  The smaller being an old 
saucer and the larger a modern cup.   
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Suppliers 
 

 

Specialising in Vintage and Veteran Car Insurance 
together with Personal and Business Insurances.

Insurance Brokers

CONTACT DETAILS:

Gareth Bain

Telephone:  087 736 2222 • Fax:  (011) 699 0783

Email:  Gareth.Bain@fnb.co.za
Branch Manager:  Mrs N Meier

An Authorised Financial Services Provider

ADVERTISING IN THE MAGAZINE 
Adverts to be inserted in the Newsletter are FREE for PAID UP MEMBERS and for those who are 
not a member, a fee of R50.00 is required to be paid first and, once proof of payment has been 

received, the advert will be placed in the Magazine and will appear for 2 issues. 

BANKING DETAILS : SUNBEAM SPORTS CAR CLUB OF SA 

First National Bank, Branch Code 256 505, Account No. 5060 010 0750,  

SWIFT CODE FIRNZAJJ 

Deposit Reference please as “Your Surname + Mag Add” 
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